
	

 
DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 

Day 5, Day 6, Day 1, Day 2, Day 3 
 
THIS WEEK’S QUOTES 
Tomorrow we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose legacy and message could 
not be more relevant for our middle school students.  We rightfully focus on his 
message around civil rights and equity, but as our 6th grade social studies students 
learned this week, Dr. King also championed causes such as the fight against poverty 
and advocacy for fair and decent housing and jobs.  On Friday, our 6th grade social 
studies teachers gathered their students in the Day auditorium to launch the annual 
U.N. Global Goals Project, connecting it this year to Dr. King’s legacy.  
 
For those of you who have had older children already go through Day, this project is 
often a memorable launch into the world of advocacy, community organizing, 
individual agency and global citizenship for our students. According to the U.N. web 
site, the global goals initiative was launched  “in 2015 (when) world leaders agreed to 17 

Quotes of the Week  
 

“There is nothing new about poverty. What is new, however, is that we have the resources 
to get rid of it.” 

----Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. King, Nobel Peace Prize address, 1964 

“The time is always right to do what is right.” 

--- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Oberlin College Commencement speech, 1965 

 



goals for a better world by 2030. These goals have the power to end poverty, fight 
inequality and stop climate change. Guided by the goals, it is now up to all of us, 
governments, businesses, civil society and the general public to work together to build 
a better future for everyone. “  It is a call to action for all of us.   
 
This year, for the first time, the project was launched as we begin to celebrate Dr. 
King’s message of service and citizenship.  You could hear a pin drop in the auditorium 
as our 6th graders watched a clip of Dr. King narrating scenes from homeless shelters to 
soup kitchens, speaking of our responsibility to address the poverty in this country.  In 
this particular video, clips from Dr. King’s era were juxtaposed to those from current 
times, as students witnessed how despite our efforts and commitments, poverty still 
exists resulting in another profound call to action.  Teachers then asked students to 
reflect on their personal values and select one of the 17 goals, embarking on research 
and a commitment to civic engagement projects to improve the world around them. I 
am hoping that Dr. King would be proud of our young citizens at Day. 

Also honoring Dr. King’s legacy this week, our Diversity Club researched the 
contributions of black leaders throughout history, and chose quotes emblematic of 
those contributions or acts of heroism to adorn every locker at Day Middle School this 
week.   

IN OUR CLASSROOMS THIS PAST WEEK 

In our classrooms at Day this past week, 7th grade history students in Ms. Marx and Ms. 
Bolger’s classrooms received an “authentic” letter from the Egyptian Ministries of the 
Antiquities requested information about student research project.  Students identified 
areas of interest and inquiry questions related to topics about Ancient Egyptian culture 
and prepared for a deep-dive into their topics led by their authentically generated 
questions and curiosity.  In our Reflections classrooms, Mr. O’Donnell engaged his 
students in a writers’ workshop beginning with a prompt asking students to write about 
their favorite foods and the person they most want to spend time with.  In 7th grade 
academic support class, students practiced conversions between decimals, percentages 
and fractions through math games and looked for real life applications of fractions and 
decimals. And throughout the building, students were using laptops to finalize writing 
pieces, conduct historical research or interact with mathematical and scientific 
concepts virtually.  

WELLNESS PRESENTATION- THIS THURSDAY 
Please join us this Thursday evening for the January Principal’s Coffee featuring 
Wellness Teachers Mr. Landau and Mr. Lunin, as well as School Resource Officer Zoi 
Lazarakis, who will discuss middle school wellness topics such as vaping and the 



current mandatory mental health and substance abuse screens.  The coffee hour is 
Thursday, January 24th at 7:00 p.m. in the Day Middle School Library.  
 
SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE PARENT COFFEE 
Please join us for the March Principal Coffee on March 8th at 8:00 a.m. in the Day 
Library. Our guests will be Superintendent of Schools, Dr. David Fleishman, and 
members of our NPS School Committee.   

TERM 2 

Term 2 ends 1/25/19. Due to maintenance in ASPEN, Term 2 report cards will be 
posted in ASPEN on 2/5/19 instead of 2/1/19. 

FOOD DRIVE 

The DUCKS Club is currently sponsoring a service project to benefit the Newton Food 
Pantry.  We ask the members of the Day Community bring any non-perishable, 
unexpired food item to their team's designated homeroom. We are also accepting dish 
soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, and other hygiene products.  

The team with the most donated items wins! 

MCAS DATES 
The dates for our spring MCAS testing at Day have been set. Please see below: 
 
April 1-2:  Grade 6 ELA 
April 3-4:  Grade 7 ELA 
April 5 and 8:  Grade 8 ELA 
 
May 6 -7:  Grade 6 Math 
May 8 -9:  Grade 7 Math 
May 10 and 13:  Grade 8 Math 
 
May 16-17:  Grade 8 Science, Technology and Engineering 
 
 
 
 
 



HATS AND HOODS POLICY AT DAY 
Our past policy at Day has been that no students are allowed to wear hats or hoods in 
school except for individual religious or health purposes.  The underlying reason has 
been that hoods often do not allow us to identify students and may allow students to 
conceal ear buds and hats and hoods have been for some a distraction in the classroom. 
For me, as a school principal, I have also held the personal belief that school is our 
students’ place of work, and that as such, the wearing of hoods and hats is not 
respectful. 
 
That said, with our focus this year on connecting with students, the Day Faculty has 
found that the enforcement of the “no hood rule” has led to many unnecessary negative 
interactions for what we now find are not sufficient reasons. We have reflected upon 
this as a faculty, and I have as the building leader, and we have determined that our 
connections with students take priority over our need to reinforce this rule.  
Additionally, in the winter, some of our classrooms are unusually cold.  As a result, we 
have informed students that they will be allowed to wear hoods during the school day 
provided that the wearing of a hood does not distract them or other students from 
learning. It is left to the discretion of the teacher to make this determination. 
Additionally, if a student is using a hood to conceal the wearing of ear buds to listen to 
music or conceal any other behavior in violation of school policy, then the teacher will 
have the support of the school administration to revoke that student’s rights to wear a 
hood in class.  The wearing of hats remain prohibited except for religious or health 
reasons as it has been reported by teachers that hats are often the focus of horse play, 
and are more often a distraction for learning. 
 
Please feel free to email me with any questions or concerns regarding this change in 
school expectations. 

F.A. DAY 2019 MYSTERY DINNER 
It's that time of year again! 
The F. A. Day Mystery Dinner is back! Join the fun on Saturday January 26, 2019 with 
some exciting changes to switch things up! This year will be celebrating the diversity of 
the Day community with the theme "World Cuisines!"  



 

Click here to register! https://goo.gl/forms/ODPJ56ozO6zGrnyx1  

Cost: $50 per person (Donations above this amount graciously 

accepted to help fund the overall PTO mission supporting F. A. Day 

school in 2019!) 

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Bentley, Yasmin 
Dalton, or Sudha Maheshwari atmysterydinner@daypto.org. 
Thanks! We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
 
About the Mystery Dinner…. 

This year's F. A. Day Mystery Dinner is back on Saturday January 26, 2019 with some 
exciting changes to switch things up! We will be celebrating the diversity of the Day 
community with the theme "World Cuisines!" We have encouraged hosts to plan 
dinners showcasing various cuisines (local, regional or international) and open their 
homes and cultures to their guests. You will not know where you will be dining or what 
you will be eating. And the hosts will also not know who will be knocking on their doors 
as guests.  

Everyone will meet at a common location for appetizers (from 6:00 - 7:15 pm), where 
their dinner locations will be revealed to them. Guests will then split up for dinner at 
*surprise* locations (7:30-9:30 pm), and reconnect for dessert, coffee, and drinks 
(9:30-11:30 pm). Although we suggest a minimum donation of $50 per person, we 
would appreciate your generosity to donate above this amount (to the best of your 
ability), keeping in mind that the money goes directly to helping the Day PTO continue 
to bring you and the children the best events in 2019. 

Any questions, please contact Jennifer Bentley, Yasmin Dalton, or Sudha Maheshwari 
at mysterydinner@daypto.org.  

 
 
 
 
 



REMINDER OF THE DISMISSAL PROCESS: 
• Please send your child in with a dismissal note and have him/her bring it to the 

Main Office before homeroom. 
• The Main Office will write a dismissal pass. 
• Your child will leave class at the designated time and sign out in the Main Office 

before he/she leaves.  
• If the Main Office does not receive a note, a parent must come in and sign the 

student out. 
• Please do not call the office, or stop in when you are on your way to dismiss your 

child. The office can be a very busy area and it does not leave enough time for the 
staff to find your child. We understand last minute appointments or unexpected 
events come up and the staff will gladly assist you. 
 
DISMISSAL FOR ILLNESS 
We have again had an uptick of students texting parents from school when they 
are not feeling up to finishing the day asking to be dismissed.  This places you in a 
challenging position of wanting to meet your child’s needs, but not being certain 
of the seriousness of the presenting issues.  If your child sends you a text during 
the day, please remind them of our cell phone policy- “off and away”.  If your 
child is sick, please ask them to see one of our school nurses, who will evaluate 
your child’s illness and contact home. It is important that we are aware if a 
student is not feeling well during the school day.  Students are not prohibited 
from calling home when sick, but must do so from the nurses’ office as a safety 
precaution.  
 
If you arrive a school to pick up your child without a consultation with our school 
nurse, you will be asked by our secretaries to meet with an administrator so that 
we are aware of your child’s illness and dismissal, and to reinforce our policy 
about use of cell phones during the school day.  Thank you in advance for 
supporting us in monitoring school safety and reinforcing our no cell phone 
policy during the school day. 

 
YEARBOOK ORDERS 
 
The Day Middle School yearbooks can be ordered online at: 
 
www.yearbookordercenter.com 
 
Use the School Code: 6669 
 



The cost of the yearbooks is $29 until January 31st, and after that date, the cost 
increases to $35.  There will be a limited number of yearbooks available for purchase 
the last week of school. If your family is in need of financial assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact the guidance office. 
 
 
TEAM MEETINGS ON BATHROOM AND PASS USE 
Over the next few weeks our administrative team will be conducting team meetings 
with students to discuss appropriate use of passes to leave the classroom. We have 
noticed a recent uptick in student use of classroom passes to leave the classroom 
during instructional times, particularly for bathroom use.  Please know that faculty will 
never restrict a student’s access to the bathroom, but we will be reviewing classroom 
sign out sheets and looking at patterns of use. You may hear from your child’s teacher 
team or assistant principal if your child is out of the classroom during every 
instructional period in order to partner with you on what you believe is an appropriate 
plan for setting guidelines and limits so that your child does not miss out on 
instruction. In our conversations with students, we will remind them that we expect all 
students to only leave the classroom when necessary and to exhibit appropriate 
behavior in our hallways and bathrooms. We will ask them to partner with us in 
continuing to create a safe and supportive school community by immediately reporting 
any behavior that is inappropriate or unsafe.   
 
While we are setting these expectations with our students, please also know that we 
acknowledge that adolescents require breaks during the day, and from our end, the 
faculty is working on opportunities for students to have “brain breaks” during 
instructional time. Additionally, as a school we are exploring a “laps at lunch” program 
in the spring where students will be allowed to have time outside following their lunch 
period.   
 
We hope to meet with every team over the next two weeks. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me, your child’s guidance counselor or team of 
teachers. 
 
DAY INTERNATIONAL POT LUCK DINNER 
We are pleased to announce that out Day Diversity Club and PTO will be sponsoring 
our 2nd annual Day International Pot Luck Dinner on Thursday, March 28th at 6:00 
p.m.  More details will follow, but for now, please hold the date. 

 



WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULE 

Please follow the link below to see the schedule of winter sports at Day: 

https://day.bigteams.com/ 

WASHINGTON D.C. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The letter below was sent out to Day families from our PTO prior to the December 
break.  We greatly appreciate your support of our trip.  Any donation to our scholarship 
fund will make a tremendous difference. 

Dear Day Families, 

This year we are planning our first 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C. We are thrilled 
to announce that we have over 225 students signed up to attend and our hope is that 
it will become the new annual 8th grade tradition at Day as it connects even more 
with our 8th grade civics curriculum. 

This year’s trip is planned for June 11th through June 14th. Students will visit the 
various historical and civics sites including the Capitol Building, Mt. Vernon, the 
Smithsonian Museums, the Holocaust Museum and the Museum of African American 
History culminating with an 8th grade dinner/dance cruise on the Potomac River. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our 8th graders to bond and visit sites that bring 
history alive and allow for real world connections to our curriculum. We are hoping 
that it becomes a new tradition at Day, but this has only been possible with help from 
our PTO. The cost of the trip is $775 per student. Our PTO has agreed to supplement 
the scholarship fund already in their budget. If you are interested in supporting 
scholarships for our 8th grade trip to Washington D.C. both this year and for 
subsequent grades, you can follow the link below. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=LJZ9C5R2V8XSG&source=url 
 

(If you have trouble accessing the Paypal link above, cut and paste the link into a 
different browser or contact the Day PTO directly. 

I am grateful to the generous support of our Day PTO and Community. 

Sincerely, 



Jackie Mann, Principal, F. A. Day Middle School 

 
PARENT CONFERENCES 
The remaining date for parent conferences is January 29th.   
 
 
TEEN SPEAK OUT 
Thanks to the generosity of our Day PTO, this year we will be holding a Teen Speak Out 
on Friday, February 15th.  The Teen Speak Out will be led by the professional facilitators 
from the organization Roots and Wings who are already training our former ADL 
mentors as facilitators.   
 
We will be inviting a diverse cross-section of 100-Day Students to attend this one-day 
gathering at the Boys and Girls Club where they will be divided into 10 villages and our 
student and faculty facilitators will lead discussions about how we interact with each 
other within the Day Middle School Community. If you are interested in having your 
child participate, please reach out to their guidance counselor.  Please email me if you 
would like more information about the event:  Jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 
 
 
TEEN SPEAK OUT FACILITATOR TRAINING 
This month there is one remaining Teen Speak Out Training sessions for our 8th grade 
facilitators:  Wednesday, January 16th from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. and Wednesday, January 
30th from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.  The facilitators will also be participating in full day 
training with their Day Faculty Partners on Tuesday, February 12th, and then the full 
day event on Friday, February 15th.  All training sessions will take place in the library.  
Students are responsible for making up missed work. 
 
TWITTER 
For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily events at Day, 
follow me on Twitter : @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  
Note: I have added the major dates through the end of the year for those 
who like to plan ahead. Please know that this is not inclusive of all dates 
on our calendar, and I will update this as more are added. 
 
Monday, January 21, 2019:  No School – Observance of Dr. King’s Birthday 



 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019: Boston Parents Coffee at the Boys and Girls 
        Club in Roxbury at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, January 24, 2019:  7:00 p.m.  Principal Coffee on Middle School Wellness 
 
Monday, January 28, 2019:  Term 3 Begins 
 
Tuesday, January 29, 2019: Parent Conferences 
 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019:  Make-up for January Day School Council at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, February 6,2019: Day Community Day am 
 
Wednesday, February 6, 2019:  Early Release Day – Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Friday, February 8, 2019:  Faculty Foul Ups- After School 
 
Wednesday, February 13, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, February 15, 2019:  Teen Speak Out 
 
Monday, February 18th – Friday, February 22nd, 2019:  February Vacation 
 
Thursday, February 28, 2019: NNHS 8th Grade Parent Night 
 
Friday, March 8, 2019:  Superintendent and School Committee Parent Coffee 8 a.m. 
 
Wednesday, March 13, 2019: Day School Council at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, March 14, 2019:  at 7:00 p.m. 5th Grade Parent Night at Day 
 
Thursday, March 28, 2019:  at 6:00 p.m. Day International Pot Luck Dinner 
 
April 1 -2, 2019:  Grade 6 ELA MCAS 
 
April 3-4, 2019: Grade 7 ELA MCAS 
 
April 5 and 8, 2019:  Grade 8 ELA MCAS 
 



April 10, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
April 12, 2019: Term 3 Report Cards Available 
 
April 15 – 20, 2019:  April Vacation 
 
April 23, 2019:  Principal Coffee with Dr. Henry Turner, Principal of NNHS 6:00 p.m. 
 
April 28, 2019: Newton SERVES 
 
May 2-3, 2019:  6th Grade Musical 
 
May 6-7, 2019:  6th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 8-9, 2019:  7th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 10 and 13, 2019:  8th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 16-17, 2019:  8th Grade Science, Technology and Engineering MCAS 
 
May 8, 2019:  Day School Council at 3:00 p.m. 
 
May 22, 2019:  Principal Coffee at 8 a.m. 
 
May 23, 2019:  Band and Jazz Band Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 27, 2019:  NO SCHOOL Memorial Day Holiday 
 
May 30, 3019:  Orchestra Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Art School 
 
June 7, 2019:  Early Release for grades 6 and 7 (dismissal at 11:30 a.m.),  

Step Up Day for Grade 8 and incoming 6th graders  
 
June 7,2019:  Spring Choral Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 11-14, 2019:  8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C. 



June 14, 2019:  6th and 7th grade End of Year Trips 
 
June 17, 2019:  Tentative Last Day of School (if no snow days) 
 
June 17, 2019:  8th Grade Graduation (if no snow days) 
 
June 17, 2019:  Early Release at 11:30 a.m. ( if no snow days) 
 
All the best, 
 
Jackie Mann 
F. A. Day Principal 
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 
(617) 559-9100 
 
 
 


